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Iowa Farm & Ranch  
was started in 2007.  

It continues to be directly 
mailed to the top farmers 

in the 47 counties 
from Minnesota to Missouri, 
stretching from Interstate I-35 
west to the Missouri River.

Targeted Operators: 23,516 
Delivery Mode: Direct Mailed 
Mailing Date: Traditionally the 

first week of each month 

Percentage of Acres
95% of Corn Acres

95% of Soybean Acres
80% of Hay Acres 

Overall, our subscription 
list represents 95% 

of all ag acres in our 
distribution area. 

Advertising in

Iowa Farm & Ranch  
is the most economical 
way to get your name 

out to prospective 
Western Iowa customers. 

We’ll put your message
in the hands of more than 

47,000 ag readers
who need your services 

and products. 

Don’t miss the opportunity!

Put us to work
for you!

1410 Broadway
P.O. Box 550

Denison, IA 51442

Voice: 712-263-2122 or 
800-657-5889 (IA toll free)

Fax: 712-263-8484

A publication of the
Denison Bulletin & Review

Size Per Col. Inch Total Ad Cost

General Rate $22.00 n/a

¼ Page $19.00 $427.50

½ Page $17.00 $765.00

Full Page $15.00 $1,440

Per Column Inch
 min. of 3 issues 6+ issues

Less than ¼ Page  $20.00 $18.00

¼ Page $18.00 $17.00

½ Page $16.00 $14.00

Full Page $14.00 $13.00

Total Rate Per Issue
 min. of 3 issues 6+ issues

¼ Page - 22.5” $405 $382.50

½ Page - 45” $720 $630

Full Page - 96” $1,344 $1,248

Columns Width

 1 ................... 1.59”

 2 .................. 3.347”

 3 .................. 5.104”

 4 .................. 6.861”

 5 .................. 8.618”

 6 ................. 10.375”

Page height is 16”.

Process color is 
$2/col inch with a 

$30 minimum charge.

Read us online at www.IowaFarmAndRanch.com

Copy deadline is 

traditionally the first 

Monday of the month.

We cover 95% of
Western Iowa inputted acres!
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Building a herd

Larchwood farm’s cattle barns 
reduce labor, help with marketing

by Gordon Wolf
When John Twedt returned from college 

to join his parents, Gary and Kay, on the 
family farm southwest of Larchwood in 
Lyon County, a choice had to be made. 
Their 700 head of cattle in a concrete open 
feedlot were not enough for two farmers.

John and his parents decided to in-
crease the herd size. The question was 
where. Expanding the open feedlot was 
not an option; the site is landlocked.

After much research, the decision was 
made to construct a 300-head bedding 
barn and a 500-head slatted barn on a 
hill just north of the home farm.

In addition to allowing the Twedts to 
increase the herd size, the buildings de-

creased labor time and enhanced market-
ing options.

John graduated from Iowa State Univer-
sity in Ames with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in animal science in 2009 and 
moved to the home farm that was started 
by his great-grandfather. The farm is only 
a couple years away from being a Century 
Farm.

Outside the feedlot operation, John and 
his father crop farm corn and soybeans 
and have a 225 head cow/calf herd.

In 2012, John married Tara, who has only 
a 20-minute commute to her job as market-
ing director at Architecture Incorporated in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Nine months 
ago, their first child, Claire, was born.

At the time the bedding barn and slat-
ted barn were constructed in 2011, they 
were the only beef buildings of that type 
in the area. The Twedts had to look out-
side the immediate area to find examples 
of these building styles.

“Most of my research into the different 
building choices was visiting different op-
erations and asking questions about what 
they liked about their setups,” said John. 
“I looked at the different bedding barn 
styles: hoop barns, monoslope and rafter 
buildings. I also looked at a couple differ-
ent slatted barns.”

What tipped the scale in favor of a slat-
ted barn was the decrease in manure 
management time. John already devoted 

70 percent of his time to beef production.
“Not having to scrape alleyways and 

bed pens in the slatted barn allows me to 
allocate my labor to other areas,” he said.

A 12-foot-deep pit is located under 
the slatted floor. Cattle work the manure 
through the slats, which results in no ad-
ditional bedding required.

The slatted-floor barn is used solely 
as a finishing building; the bedded barn 
serves as a grower building to supplement 
the outside lots. John found that heavier 
cattle don’t do as well in the deep-bedded 
barn; their legs tend to sink into the bed-
ding. 
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John Twedt stands in front of a deep-bedded cattle barn constructed in 2011 north of the Twedt farm near Larchwood. A slatted-floor barn was also constructed at the same time. The 
barns enabled the Twedts to expand their beef herd, and their construction are evidence of the farm family’s optimism about the cattle industry.  Photo by Gordon Wolf
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